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the Templars worthy of death, confiscated their 
estates, and those who had the good fortune to be 
able to fly, they excommunicated. 

Some crowned heads are not tyrannical exclusively 
for their own advantage. They have some idea of 
benefiting their subjects, and make use of despotism 
as a means. Others, on the contrary, have only self 
in view. They plan no scheme for bettering the con- 
dition of men, and only seek in power an instrument 
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to gratify their selfish and petty personalities. Such 
a man was Philip le Bel. In religion, he was either 
coldly indifferent, or grossly superstitious. His car- 
dinal virtues were pride, avarice, and thirst for ven- 
geance. It is said that he put the wives of his three 
sons in prison, and flayed alive some persons whom 
he suspected to be their lovers. 

After the decision of the Council of Tours, he sent 
to Pope Clement V. to complain of the Templars. 
Without making any inquiry, this mitred bigot threw 
all those in his kingdom into prison, and delivering 
them over to the terrors of the inquisition, seized on 
all their wealth. He also sent two Cardinals to Paris 
to publish a bull approving of what the king had 
done. As is generally the case with tyrannical sove- 
reigns, Philip had rapacious and inhuman ministers. 
Among the most powerful was Euguarrand de Ma- 
rigny, his treasurer, and his adviser in all his per- 
fidious schemes. He levied vexatious taxes on the 
already overburdened people, mixed with alloy the 
gold and silver coin, and after they were put in cir- 
culation, refused to take them back again. 
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Although systematic oppression had nearly de- 
graded the people into slaves, they rebelled, pillaged, 
and destroyed the house of the treasurer, and com- 
mitted other disorders. Many were imprisoned, and 

% 

the ringleaders hung. The Templars were suspected 
of having favoured this mutiny, and the king, who 
never forgot an injury, cherished the remembrance of 
this one. 

This happened the year before the process $ but 
Philip had also another cause of complaint. In his 
quarrel with Boniface, the knights had espoused the 
Pope’s cause, and furnished him with men and money 
to carry on the war. The King of Arragon, when 
urged by Philip to persecute the Templars, replied 
that he must first prove them guilty ; but the popular 
1 indignation was so great, that the knights, to save 
themselves from being torn to pieces, shut themselves 
up in fortresses. 

On this being represented to the king as an act of 
rebellion, he marched against one of them. But 
perceiving his majesty, the knight in command sur- 
rendered, only demanding to have a fair trial. The 
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King of Arragon, however, admiring his intrepid 
conduct, said he would take the whole order under 
his protection, and forbade any one to molest them 
tinder heavy penalties, at the same time declaring he 
was ready to receive any information against them 
supported by proof. 

With the year 1312, the real persecutions com- 
menced. The rack, and other tortures, soon over- 
came the courage of the more feeble. They confessed 
their guilt, and accused their order; but no sooner 
were they released than they recanted, admitting 
however, the justice of their punishment for having 
publicly accused their brethren. Others of those 
unhappy victims, formed in a more vigorous mould, 
protested against confessions extorted from men 
under the influence of sueh terrible physical agonies. 
These courageous persons died under the hand of the 
executioner, loudly proclaiming their innocence. 

The baffled and furious tyrant immediately ordered 
more than a hundred of these great soldiers to be 
burnt over a slow fire, and when he perceived that 
the heroism of these martyrs made a deep impression 
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on the spectators, he endeavoured to overcome their 
stoicism by fresh tortures. The Grand Master of the 
Templars, John de Molay, and Grey, brother to the 
Prince of Dauphiny, both at that time fighting gal- 
lantly against the Turks, were summoned to Paris by 
Philip. He soon presented himself at court with his 
friend, followed by sixty of his order. 

Molay was at that time about fifty-four years of 
age. His figure was tall and commanding. He wore 
the white robe of peace, which fell to his feet, over 
his heart was stitched an eight-pointed cross, his 
head was covered with a high cap, and he held in his 
hand the mystic staff of his order. The king 
received him in gloomy silence, and commanded 
his guards to conduct him to prison. 

When brought before his judges he was urged to 
confess his crimes “ against religion and his majesty.” 
He replied, that although he knew he was a great 
sinner, he was not conscious of having offended the 
king. On being pressed to implicate his order, and 
on a promise of pardon being held out to him, he 
said, that as he preferred death to dishonour, he 
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would not accuse innocent men. Finding him inflex- 
ible, his judges, who were creatures of Philip, con- 
demned him to be burnt, together with his brethren, 
over a slow fire. 

When conveyed to the place of execution, which 
was on the open space before the Church of N6tre 
Dame, the offer of pardon was renewed, provided he 
would avow his crimes. But he indignantly refused, 
and turning to the king, who was present, addressed 
him thus : — 

<f As I hope to appear shortly before a more mer- 
ciful tribunal, the last act of rpy life shall be one of 
justice. I protest the innocence of myself and my 
brethren, and I rely on that Power that can read the 
heart, for mercy. With these sentiments in my 
breast, I render up my soul to Him who gave it.” 

So saying, he immediately stepped up into the 
clear space prepared for him before the stake, and 
suffered himself to be chained to it without flinching. 
His friend, Guy, was placed at his side. The chroni- 
clers of the period say, that in the midst of his tor- 
ments, Molay cited the King and the Pope before 
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their Maker within a year and a day. By a curious 
coincidence, these persons died within the stated 
period. 

Boccaccio relates that his father, who was a mer- 
chant residing at Paris, and who was present at this 
tragedy, spoke in enthusiastic terms of the constancy 
of the Grand Master. He died, he said, like a true 
servant of the Cross. The King of England, follow- 
ing the example of his majesty of France, cruelly 
persecuted the Templars in his dominions. Those 
who escaped dispersed themselves in the different 
convents in Europe, but the order was never re- 
stored. Their wealth was made over to the Knights 
of St. John, with the exception of the lands situated 
in Spain. 

The revenues of the latter were applied to the de- 
fence of that country against the Moors. But Philip 
seized the greater part of their possessions on the 
pretence of defraying the expenses of the process, 
and the Knights of St. John had great trouble in 
obtaining the inheritance of their murdered brethren. 

The "quartier Temple” derived its name from an 
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establishment of the Templars which existed in that 
part of Paris in 1 147. The building stood 'about half a 
mile from the city wall, near one of the fortified gates 
in the old enclosure erected by Philip Augustus. The 
structure was at first only a simple monastery, but as 
the power and wealth of the Templars increased, the 
necessity of defence arose, and the tower was 
erected which six centuries later became the prison 
of Louis XVII. and his queen. The temple formed 
a large square, with a tower rising in the midst, and 
a turret at each comer. Within the enclosure was 
a number of houses, which let for a very high rent, 
the place being a sanctuary for murderers, robbers, 
conscripts, and debtors of all classes, and these 
found shelter there up to the Revolution. When it 
came into the possession of the Knights of St. John, 
they built a magnificent palace, and if report speak 
true the convivial parties held there rivalled those of 
the Palais Royale under the Regency. 
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CHAPTER XXV. 

Rhodes — Description of it — The Colossus — Siege of the city — 
The knights tire of the conflict — Determination of Villaret 
— Gives the enemy battle — Drives them from the open field 
and resumes the siege — Capture of the city — Reduction of 
neighbouring islands — Osman — Besieges the city — Is driven 
off— Effeminacy of the knights — The story of the crocodile 
and the knight — Conduct of the Grand Master. 

The island of Rhodes is situated in the Carpathian 
sea about twenty miles from the continent. It 
took its name probably from the great number of 
roses formerly cultivated there, but in remote an- 
tiquity it was styled the Isle of Serpents, from the 
quantity of these reptiles found in it. It was so 
celebrated for its wines, that the Romans would only 
allow them to be used at their sacrifices ; and the 
climate of this delightful spot is so lovely, that no 
day passes without being blessed by the sun’s rays. 
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The Rhodians had the reputation of being the first 
people who sacrificed to Minerva ; and Jupiter, to 
reward their piety to his daughter, overshadowed the 
island with a golden cloud, from which fell fertilising 
showers* 

The buildings of the city of Bhodes were magni- 
ficent — the harbour was convenient ; and the slopes of 
the mountains were covered with delightful gardens, 
vineyards, and fruitful orchards. The circumference 
of the island was about a hundred and fifty miles. 
On the ends of two rocks that form the harbour, the 
feet of the colossal bronze statue formerly stood. 
Ships in full sail conld pass between its legs, and it 
was in antiquity considered one of the wonders of 
the world. 

When everything was prepared, the knights and 
their troops embarked, set sail for Bhodes, and 
landed on the island, without encountering much 
opposition, with war engines and immense stores of 
provisions. But they were not suffered to take pos- 
session of the city of Bhodes without difficulty. The 
Greek Emperor sent powerful reinforcements to the 
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assistance of the governor, and the Saracens landed 
a number of troops. Thus the Grand Master, who 
was beseiging Rhodes, found himself in his turn be- 
sieged by a two-fold enemy, who, as far as possible, 
cut off their supplies. 

The siege continued four years, during which time 
many of the knights, impatient of the fatigue of 
war, left for the West, and the Grand Master found 
himself obliged to carry on operations with a small 
body of knights and the remnant of the army. But 
Villaret, the administrator of the order of St. John, 
succeeded in overcoming all obstacles. He bor- 
rowed money from the Venetian bankers, and with 
this assistance paid his old troops and raised new. 

When he had given them sufficient time for re- 
pose, he went out of his entrenchments and offered 
the enemy battle. 

The slaughter was great on both sides. The Grand 
Master lost many of his knights, but the Greeks, 
who could not withstand their obstinate bravery, 
fled, and the Saracens following their example, gained 
the coast, embarked in their vessels, and carried 
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the news of the defeat to the islands of the Archi- 
pelago. 

Relieved from their presence, the Grand Master, 
Yillaret, prosecuted the siege with ardour. After an 
obstinate resistance the garrison surrendered, and 
from that period the Hospitallers took the title of 
the Knights of Rhodes. Eight or nine small islands 
in the neighbourhood soon submitted to his autho- 
rity, and the soldiers of the Gross were taking a 
little repose after having repaired the fortifications 
so shattered by a long siege, when a formidable 
enemy came to disturb their tranquillity. Osman, 
a branch of the family of the Turkish Sultan of that 
name, then reigned over a part of Bithynia, a pro- 
vince of Asia. This prince took under his protection 
the corsairs and pirates, who had, in concert with 
the Greeks, attacked the knights on the island of 
Rhodes. 

With the aid of these lawless men this chief de- 
termined to drive the knights out of the island. He 
sailed to the place, and landing his numerous army, 
began immediately to besiege the city. The walls 
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were scarcely repaired, but experience had taught 
the Grand Master that the best means of defence in 
a besieged city were the valour and courage of the 
besieged. The Turks lost a great part of their army, 
and Osman, so fortunate in his other enterprises, 
was obliged to raise the siege and leave the island. 

The conquest of Rhodes, and the acquisition of 
the wealth of the Templars, had raised the Knights 
of St. John to a degree of grandeur only to be 
compared to that of the most powerful sovereigns. 
But this prosperity, so advantageous in a position 
purely secular, weakened the influence of the reli- 
gious order. The younger part of the knights be- 
came effeminate, and spent their time in degrading 
excesses. Vilaret, dazzled with the glory he had 
acquired by his conquests, had not strength of mind 
to resist the flattery of the crowd of sycophants by 
which he was surrounded, and took no precau- 
tion for the future. He was accused of misapplying 
the funds of the order. Fearing for his life he left 
the capital, on the pretence of a hunting party, and 
shut himself up in the fortress of Laudo, situated in 
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the neighbourhood, until the interference of the Pope 
reinstated him in his office. 

In all histories there is a certain mixture of fable, 
and as a specimen of the myths with which the 
Knights of St. John loved to adorn their annals, we 
introduce the following singular narrative. About 
this time an order was issued by the Grand Master 
to prevent the knights, on the penalty of being de- 
prived of their honours, to attack an enormous 
serpent or crocodile which had for along time infested 
the island. It was said that this ferocious beast had 
devoured several of the inhabitants. 

The lair of this dreaded animal was a grotto situ- 
ated on the edge of a morass, at the foot of the 
mountain of St. Sophia, about two miles from 
Rhodes. Sheep, cows, and horses, were said to 
have been seized and devoured as they approached 
the water to drink. Many of the knights had left 
the city in the hope of destroying the animal, but 
had never returned. As the use of firearms had not 
become general, and the skin of the monster was 
covered with scales, neither arrows nor darts could 
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reach him. All the knights had resolved to obey the 
mandate of the Grand Master, with the exception of 
one named Gozon, who was determined to rid the 
island of this scourge, or perish in the attempt. 

For this purpose, he obtained leave of his chiefs, 
and retired to his domains in Provence. He had 
understood that there were no scales on the croco- 
dile’s belly ; and, accordingly, he made, in wood, a 
model of the beast, and imitated his colour by paint- 
ing. When this was ready, he trained two young 
dogs to run at liis command and throw themselves 
under the belly of the frightful animal. At the same 
time he pretended to strike at it with his lance. 

Gozon employed several months in perfecting his 
plan. He then returned to Rhodes, and going to 
the spot, hid his arms in a hollow near a chapel 
built on the top of the mountain. He was accom- 
panied by two confidential servants. After he had 
entered the chapel and implored a blessing on his 
undertaking, he completely armed himself, and 
ordered his attendants to remain at some distance 
to witness the combat, and in case of his death, to 
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return to their country. But if he should succeed 
in wounding the monster, they were to run to his 
assistance. 

He then rode down the mountain. At the sound 
of his horse’ 8 feet, and the barking of the dogs, the 
monster rushed out of his den with open jaws and 
eyes sparkling with rage. The knight struck at him 
with his lance, when his horse, terrified at the hissing 
and peculiar smell of the animal, refused to advance, 
and springing on one side, threw his rider, whose 
destruction seemed inevitable. But regaining his 
feet, he, with the assistance of his faithful dogs, at- 
tacked his formidable enemy. With one lash of his 
tail, the knight was felled to the ground. But 
the dogs, remembering their lessons, flew at the 
animal’s belly, which they lacerated in a frightful 
manner. Gozon, on witnessing the success of his 
stratagem, plunged his sword into its vulnerable 
part. Torrents of blood flowed, and the serpent, 
making a last effort, rolled over on his assailant. 
The assistants rushed forward, and with great diffi- 
culty the knight was rescued from his perilous situa- 
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tion. He had fainted, but soon recovering, had the 
pleasure of seeing his enemy prostrate at his feet. 

The news of the death of the serpent spread like 
lightning over Rhodes. A number of the inhabitants 
ran to the mountain, who conducted the knight home 
in a litter. When brought into the presence of the 
Grand Master, he received him with a darkened 
hrow, and asked him if he was ignorant of the 
penalty attached to his disobedience. Without listen* 
ing to any explanation, or attending to the entreaties 
of the knights, he sent Gozon to prison; the Grand 
Master thinking that such a breach of discipline 
might be prejudicial to the interests of the order. 
He also stripped him of his knight’s dress, and his 
privileges — a punishment Gozon felt worse than death. 
But the Grand Master, after he had satisfied the ends 
of justice, released the brave knight, reinstated him 
in his honours, and overwhelmed him with kindness. 
But his highest reward was the gratitude of the inha- 
bitants of Rhodes ; and the monster’s head was nailed 
over one of the gates of the city as a monument of 
Gozon’ s victory. 
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CHAPTER XXVI. 

Arming of a fleet — Tamerlane — Besieges Smyrna — Takes the 
city — The white flag, the red flag, and the black flag — 
PHer D’ Aubuisson — Mohammed the Great — Sends spies 
into Rhodes — Preparations for resistance — Appearance of the 
Turkish fleet — The German engineer — Attack on the Tower 
of St. Nicolas — The spy — Progress of the siege — The floating 
bridge — An English sailor saves the place — Defeat of the 
Muslims — Dreadful scene — Execution of the spy — Courage 
of Aubuisson — The Turks take the Jews’ quarter—Hand to 
hand combat — Entire rout of the Muslims — Death and 
character of Aubuisson. 

After this period, Rhodes enjoyed, for some time, 
profound pence. But its security was fatal to the 
cause of religion. The fleet was neglected ; the 
knights deserted their posts ; and his Holiness the 
Pope, on learning that the pilgrims were left without 
defences, and the order living in great luxury, com- 
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manded the Graud Master to man six galleys at his 
own expense, and joining them to those already in 
the fort, send them to repel the attacks of the Barba- 
rians. 

The order was obeyed, and the fleet put under the 
command of a Genoese captain, who, more attentive 
to his own interest than the glory of the knights, 
occupied himself with traffic, and the ships were 
soon filled with merchandise. When the news of 
this reached Rhodes, the captain quickly lost his 
post, and was succeeded by General Jean Biandra, a 
Knight of the Order. 

This commander fulfilled bis duty so faithfully that 
the island was, for some time, free from the attacks 
of its enemies. Tamerlane, Grand Khan of the Tar- 
tars, in 1399, being unable to attack Rhodes, besieged 
Smyrna, then in the possession of the knights. But 
annoyed at tlie slowness of the siege, he demanded 
permission, in 1401, to place his standard on the 
walls. This proposition was treated with contempt. 
The Tartar, irritated at their refusal, made a furious 
assault, and in spite of their brave resistance, the 
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city was taken by storm, and, according to general 
custom, all the inhabitants were put to the sword. 

Three days before he entered the city, he displayed 
on the end of a lance, a white flag, to signify he was 
ready to treat with the besieged. On the second, a 
red flag took the place of the symbol of peace, to 
point out to his refractory enemies that delay would 
cost them the lives of their officers and all the gar- 
rison. But on the third day, the ominous black flag 
floated over the tent of the barbarian, as a signal 
that no mercy was to be expected. 

During the carnage, however, many of the knights 
contrived to escape over the walls, and precipitating 
themselves into the sea, gained their ships, and imme- 
diately set sail for Rhodes. The year 1476 was ren- 
dered memorable by the election of Peter D’ Aubuisson, 
Grand Prior of Auvergne, who for some years had 
been the sole support of the order. 

Mohammed the Great, who had succeeded his 
father, had for some time conceived the project of 
besieging Rhodes. For this purpose he sent spies into 
the island to observe the strength of the city, the 
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number of the garrison, &c. But his projects being 
discovered, the Sultan despatched ambassadors, feign- 
ing to treat for peace. But D’Aubuisson, understand- 
ing the ruse, consented to a truce for three months, 
in order to give time for preparation. As soon as the 
envoys had left the island, he appointed four generals, 
each of whom had the guard of a quarter assigned to 
him. He caused the country houses, gardens, and or- 
chards to be destroyed, the trees felled, the villages to 
be burnt, and all the inhabitants to take shelter inside 
the walls. The harvest was reaped, and every de- 
scription of food for man and beast brought into 
the city. 

Mohammed was not long before he made known 
his projects against Rhodes. He was encouraged in 
his designs by Michael Paleologus, a renegade Greek. 
He had in his pay also a German engineer, who had 
visited Rhodes, and taken an exact plan of the city 
and its environs. On the 1st of April the Sultan’s 
fleet left Gallipoli, and in a very short time appeared 
in sight of Rhodes. It consisted of a hundred and 
sixty large ships, besides transport vessels, feluccas. 
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and galleys They were manned by a Hundred 
thousand men. The capital of Rhodes was situated 
on the borders of the sea on the slope of a hill, at 
that time covered with orange groves, pomegranate- 
trees, and beautiful vineyards. The place was sur- 
rounded by double walls, fortified at intervals by 
battlemented towers. These were strengthened in 
the interior by a rampart, and outside by a broad 
and deep ditch. The city had two ports, the en- 
trance of one was defended by the tower of St. 
Nicolas, built at the end of a mole which ran into 

* 

the sea about three hundred feet. The galleys and 
smaller vessels were kept there, and the other was 
filled with the large ones, and defended by the towers 
of St. John and St. Michael. 

George Frappen, the German engineer, advised 
the Pacha to attack the tower of St. Nicolas. 

“ Once,” said he, “ master of that stronghold, you 
will soon enter the city in triumph.” 

His counsel was approved of, and three enormous 
pieces of artillery commenced a destructive fire on 
the tower. 
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The Grand Master raised a counter battery in the 
garden of the Auvergne quarter^ which poured forth 
tremendous volleys. But this was only a prelude to 
the horrible thunder which roared forth from the 
fleet when the Pasha opened all his artillery upon 
the place. The German engineer, who wished to 
join artifice to open strength, and who desired to 
gain information with respect to the weak parts of 
the fortification, with the consent of the Turkish 
general, presented himself at the edge of the 
ditch in a suppliant posture, in the character of 
a deserter from the enemy’s camp. He entreated 
the sentinel to open the gates, and having been 
allowed to enter, he was conducted to the Grand 
Master. 

Frappen had a tall and commanding figure and a 
handsome countenance, but under an ingenuous ex- 
terior hid the cunning and address of a traitor. In 
order to gain his confidence, he gave the Grand 
Master some important hints relative to the de- 
fence of the city. But D’Aubuisson, who did not 
wish to run any risk, desired his officers to listen to 
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his advice, but at the same time to observe him nar- 
rowly. The Grand Master, who knew that the sal- 
vation of Rhodes depended on the preservation of 
fort St. Nicolas, garrisoned it with a chosen body of 
knights, and observing that the enemy would encounter 
little difficulty in climbing the end of the mole, he 
threw into the sea planks of wood full of iron nails 
and short spikes. He also placed at the foot of the 
rock firepots which would burn the Turkish vessels 
if they approached too near. 

A body of French and Spanish knights placed 
themselves in the ditch to defend the town on that 
side. After these precautions had been taken, the 
Administrator of the Order entered the tower and 
awaited the event. A narrow neck of land separated 
the tower from the camp of the infidels, and to 
attack it, it was necessary to cross a small arm of the 
sea. For this purpose, a bridge was constructed by 
an ingenious Turkish engineer, which would reach 
from the church of St. Antony to the tower. Having 
attached one end of a thick cable to the bridge, he 
passed the other through the ring of an anchor sunk 
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near the rock, and hoped by this means to draw 
over the whole structure. 

But an English sailor, named Jervis Rogers, who 
was by chance walking near the spot, saw the whole 
of this manoeuvre, and when the engineer departed, 
he plunged into the sea. Untying the cable be left 
it on the shore, drew up the anchor, and carried it 
to the Grand Master, who rewarded him liberally 
for his bravery and adroitness. On the next morn- 
ing, when the Turks attempted to advance their 
bridge, they saw their stratagem had been detected 
and rendered useless. 

But this disappointment did not discourage the 
Muslims. By supporting the bridge on dismantled 
boats, and towing them over during the night, they 
brought it to the edge of the mole. While many of 
the soldiers by means of this passage gained the foot 
of the tower, the light boats landed on the other side 
a chosen body of Turks, who had flattered themselves 
they would be able to surprise the Christians. But 
1)’ Aubuis8on,who had foreseen this second attack, after 
reinforcing the garrison, lined the walls with a nu- 
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merous body of musketeers and formidable artillery. 
On hearing the noise made by the enemy in reach- 
ing the mole, he poured such a furious discharge on 
them, that he killed numbers. But the bridge and 
galleys soon brought reinforcements. The combat was 
long and bloody. Many of those who succeeded in 
reaching the breach were killed without quarter. 

The son-in-law of Mohammed, a brave and in- 
trepid warrior, disputed the ground inch by inch, 
until he was left nearly alone. He fought behind a 
rampart of (he dead bodies of his soldiers, and after 
killing several of the knights with his own hand, 
fell covered with wounds. The conflict at sea was 
not less terrible. The fire -pots burnt the Turkish 
galleys, and the cries from the crews of those which 
were in flames — the smoke and roaring of the cannon 
— the groans of the wounded and dying, and the hor- 
rors of darkness, did not relax for a moment the 
courage of the combatants. 

When day appeared, the Grand Master perceived 
the floating bridge covered with soldiers coming to 
rescue their comrades. He pointed his artillery 
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with such good effect, that an immense number were 
killed, and the others, in spite of the prayers and 
entreaties of their officers abandoned, the attack and 
took refuge in their vessels. A dreadful scene now 
presented itself ; the water was covered with dead 
bodies, arrows, turbans, and the still flaming frag- 
ments of the galleys. Breaches had been made in 
the walls in many parts, and the fortifications were 
opened on all sides. In this almost hopeless state, 
the knights who had the charge of the German en- 
gineer, conducted him to the breach, and showing 
him the ruined tower, the tottering walls, and the 
half-filled ditch, asked him whether in this season 
of peril he could give them any advice. On pre- 
tence of alarming the enemy, he fired some random 
shots, which, instead of doing any service, drew the 
attention of the Muslims. He was immediately sus- 
pected, and on being put to the torture, acknow- 
ledged that he had entered the city with the inten- 
tion of delivering it up to the Mohammedans. He 
was then taken out upon the ramparts, and executed 
in sight of the enemy. 
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The knights, who had began to murmur at the 
useless waste of human life, were commanded to 
appear before D’Aubuisson, who told them they were 
at liberty to leave Rhodes. " But,” continued he, 
with a severe countenance, “ if you remain here, 
never talk of surrender. If you do, I will put aH of 
you to death.” At this firm and courageous con- 
duct the malcontents returned to their duty. On 
the morning of the twenty-seventh of June, a little 
before sunrise, a body of Turks mounted in silence 
the ramparts, and made themselves masters of the 
Jews’ quarter, now in a hopeless state of ruin. 

The sentinels, overpowered with fatigue, had fallen 
asleep. Proud of their success, the Muslims planted 
their standard on the walls, and a reinforcement 
having arrived, they prepared to enter the city. 
Perceiving the greatness of the danger, the Grand 
Master, unfurling the banner of his religion, and 
turning to the knights, cried out, “ Follow me, my 
brethren ! let us fight for our faith, and the defence 
of Rhodes, or be buried under its ruins.” He 
rushed, followed by his comrades, to the breach, and, 
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to hia surprise, saw it in the possession of live Hun- 
dred Muslims. As the houses in that part of the 
city were low, the ramparts could only be reached 
by the aid of steps cut in the stones* But these 
were filled up with broken masonry. The Grand 
Master, seizing a ladder, mounted, in spite of the 
furious attempts of the enemy to repulse him. He 
was followed by the knights, who contrived to reach 
the ramparts, climbing on their hands and knees. 
This dreadful conflict endured for hours ; the Grand 
Master, wounded and covered with blood, was many 
times dragged to the ground, and his faithful knights, 
fearing for his life, entreated him to leave the scene. 

But the brave man, in answer to their prayers, 
said : — " Let us die here, my dear brethren ; where 
can we lose our lives more gloriously V 9 This cou- 
rageous speech animated the knights with new 
ardour, and the Mussulmans, believing him to be 
more than human, took to flight, killing one another 
in their terror and confusion. In vain the Pasha 
tried to re-assure them ; they all fled, and the gene- 
ral was glad to take refuge in his tent. 
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When Mohammed heard of this defeat, he flew 
into a violent passion, and had his generals and 
officers been present, he would, without doubt, have 
strangled them all. But he determined to put him- 
self at the head of another army, and sail to besiege 
Rhodes. On his way death put a stop to his enter- 
prise. He was attacked by a violent fever, and died 
at a small house in Bithynia. 

The Grand Master, after he had been relieved of 
the enemy, tried to restore discipline among his 
troops, and sent away the Jews from the island, wh<* 
were ruining the people by their extortions. He 
forbade his knights to use rich stuffs of various co- 
lours in their habits, and likewise all golden orna- 
ments. But although he commenced repairing the 
fortifications, the ruins that surrounded him caused 
him to fall into a state of melancholy. The disunion 
among the knights, and the conduct of the court of 
Rome in disposing of the rich dignities of the 
order without consulting kith, added to his distress. 
He fell ill, and in a few days expired. Thus died, 
in 1502, at the age of eighty, Peter D’Aubuisson, 


Digitized by njOOQ 1C 



270 THE KNIGHTS OF THE CBOSS. 

Grand Master of Rhodes, one of the greatest war- 
riors of his time. He was loved and respected by 
his knights ; was the friend of the poor ; the sword 
and buckler of Christianity, as much distinguished 
by his solid piety as by his inflexible courage. 
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CHAPTER XXVII. 

Suleiman sends an army against Rhodes — The Turks land — 
Incessant conflicts — Arrival of the Sultan in person— The 
Muslims assault the city — Blow up the English bastion — The 
Grand Master’s courage— Fury of the Turkish General — 
Obstinate valour of the Christians — Anecdote of the two 
Pachas — The successful Spy — A Traitor — Discovery of his 
baseness — His trial, sentence, and execution — Curious cere- 
monies — Taking of the Isolated Tower — The silence of 
death — Terms of the treaty. 

For many years the island was the theatre of numer- 
ous battles, though the Turks had never been able to 
penetrate into the city, when Suleiman the Magnifi- 
cent, having become master of Belgrade, turned his 
attention towards Rhodes. He gave the conduct of 
his land forces to the Pacha Mustafa, his favourite 
and brother-in-law, and the Pacha Ahmed, a skilful 
engineer, was to direct the siege works. He also 
placed a very old commander named Pacha Peri, who 
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was in his confidence, to preside over the former, 
who were younger officers. 

They landed, in 1522, on the other side of the 
island, about six miles from the city. The fleet 
consisted of four hundred sail ; the army, of a 
hundred and forty thousand men. When all had 
disembarked, the pioneers commenced cutting a road 
for the artillery. The Christians, in their frequent 
sorties, greatly harassed the labourers, and the fire 
from the city made great havoc in the trenches. The 
sword finished what the artillery spared. 

No day passed without a number of the Turks 
being cut to pieces. The Muslim soldiers, accus- 
tomed to found their hopes of success on the fortunes 
of the first conflict, foreboded ill of the event of the 
siege. By the prudence of the Grand Master, the 
island appeared deserted. No provision for man or 
beast could be found, nor was there a human being 
to be seen. The Turkish soldiers were confined to 
the camp through fear of ambuscades, as bands of 
Christians were often hid in solitary places. A war 
so useless and painful, excited the disgust and often 
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the murmurs, of both officers and men. The Pacha 
Peri, alarmed at this state of things, wrote to the 
Sultan, informing him that his presence alone could 
extirpate the seeds of rebellion, and reanimate the 
courage of his troops. 

He soon arrived on the island, where he was 
received with salvos of artillery, the music of drums, 
and other military instruments. He was accompanied 
by fifty thousand men. The soldiers and pioneers, by 
order of the generals, employed themselves for many 
days in transporting earth and stones, with which 
they raised a battery between the towers of Spain 
and Auvergne, opposite the Italian bastion. As this 
plape was very much exposed to the cannon of the 
city, a great number of pioneers lost their lives. But 
Mustafa made no scruple of sacrificing the lives of 
these miserable men to gain his ends. Two immense 
mounds of earth, ten feet higher than the walls, soon 
rose, which commanded the whole city. 

The German forts were first attacked, and the 
miners blew up the English bastion. So violent was 
the effect, that it threw down several yards of the 
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wall, and the ruins filled up the ditch. The Grand 
Master, who was in a neighbouring church imploring 
that aid from Heaven which was refused him on earth, 
heard the horrible crash, and rose from his knees 
immediately. The priest was in the act of pronounc- 
ing these words — “ Lord come to our aid.” “ I ac- 
cept the augury,” cried the Grand Master, and turning 
to some old knights who had accompanied him, added, 
“ Come, my brothers, follow me $ let us die, if neces- 
sary, in the defence of our holy faith.” 

He rushed out, pike in hand, mixed with the 
enemy, threw down or killed all that resisted him, 
snatched away their ensigns, and soon regained the 
bastion. The general, Mustafa, who was in the 
trench, and saw the consternation and flight of his 
soldiers, rushed forth, sword in hand, and killed the 
fugitive Turks, who thus learnt that there was less 
safety near their general than on the breach. 

Ashamed and frightened, the soldiers returned to 
the attack ; but overwhelmed with the volley of 
musketry, fire pots, and hand grenades, they again 
quickly turned their backs, and found that death 
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from the hands of the furious Pacha which they 
feared to encounter on the walls. No day passed 
without an attack either on the bastion or the fortifi- 
cations. The obstinate valour of the inhabitants of 
Bhodes was not easily subdued. Priests, old men, 
nuns, and even children, repulsed the enemy with 
stones, burning sulphur, and boiling oil ; and weary, 
feeble women fought gallantly by the sides of their 
husbands. 

On the occasion of the furious attack made on the 
Spanish fort by a body of Janissaries, the Christians 
fought so desperately that the Turks were repulsed, 
and Suleiman, to save their honour, sounded a re- 
treat, after having left on the breach, or at the foot 
of the ramparts, fifteen thousand men. Furious at 
the bad success of his enterprise, the Sultan ordered 
Mustafa, who had counselled the attack, to be shot 
by his own archers. The army was already drawn 
out to witness his death, and the culprit bound to the 
fatal tree, when the Pacha Peri, who knew when the 
Sultan had recovered his temper he would not be 
sorry to be spared this stain on his honour, went and 
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threw himself at his feet to ask pardon for his com- 
panion. But he ought to have known, from his own 
experience, that lions are seldom tamed. 

Suleiman, who was not master of himself, jealons 
of this interference with his will, and astonished that 
any one in his empire could be found bold enough to 
stand between him and his anger, immediately com- 
manded the unlucky Peri to be placed at the side of 
Mustafa. The other Pachas, in order to soften this 
ferocious despot, knelt before him $ and the Sultan, 
having in some measure relented, pardoned both the 
culprits, but he would never again see Mustafa. On 
pretence of business, he sent him to a distant employ- 
ment. 

Despairing of taking the city, Suleiman was pre- 
paring to raise the siege, when an Albanian soldier, 
who had been in Rhodes in the character of a spy, 
informed him that nearly all the knights were either 
killed or wounded, and that it was impossible they 
could long hold out 

This information determined him to remain the 
whole winter before Rhodes. For this purpose he 
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caused a bouse to be constructed on a hillock in tbe 
neighbourhood. But if Religion, in tbe persons of 
tbe knights, bad so many brave defenders, she nou- 
rished in her bosom a serpent who bad no hesitation 
in sacrificing tbe interests of bis order to bis private 
revenge. This traitor was tbe Chancellor Amaral. 
Tbe servant of this knight bad been seen at unseason- 
able houre with a bow in bis hand in tbe neighbour- 
hood of tbe Auvergne fort. He was watched, and 
was seen to place a letter on tbe end of an arrow, and 
shoot it into tbe enemy’s camp. 

When put to the torture, he betrayed bis accom- 
plice. Amaral bad informed tbe Turkish General 
where tbe city was weakest, and given him other 
information to their disadvantage. Tbe cause of bis 
enmity was supposed to be in not having been chosen 
Grand Master instead of Villiers de L isle Adam. 
The servant was hung ; and on the 30th October, 
less than two months before the capitulation, the 
Chancellor was brought into the Church of St. John 
to receive his sentence. 

The walls and columns were hung with black 
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cloth, and the Grand Master, although severely 
wounded, was seated in his chair of state. The 
knights of the order stood in their stalls, dressed in 
their richest costume, with drawn swords in their 
hands. Numerous empty seats attested the number 
of the fallen, whose banners and corselets hung on 
the walls. The stall belonging to the criminal was 
covered with black cloth, and his standard trailed on 
the ground, his arms being also reversed. 

The Brethren scarcely recovered from their wounds, 
filled the body of the church, their countenances 
turned in the direction of the criminal, who was 
kneeling before an open coffin. His head was 
shaved, and at a distance his spurs and sword 
broken, were laid on a cushion. He had just re- 
ceived his sentence, and was to be beheaded, while 
his right hand was cut off. The executioner, a negro 
slave, was standing near, armed with a formidable 
scimitar. 

On the ringing of a bell, the Grand Master, laying 
his sword on the altar, began the service for the dead, 
accompanied at intervals by the melancholy chaunt 
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of the monks. After all was ended, the condemned 
knight was conducted by his guards to the Eastern 
gate, where, after he had been despoiled of his chan* 
cellor’s robe and had witnessed his corselet being 
broken by an axe, the remainder of the sentence was 
executed, and his head placed on a pike in sight of 
the enemy. 

. But all the efforts of the knights were in vain. 
The succours which had been demanded from the 
West had not arrived, and after much deliberation, a 
truce of three days was asked for and granted. At 
the end of the stipulated time, a further delay was 
demanded, but instead of complying, the Turks, as- 
saulting the city, at length overpowered the knights. 
During the heat of the action, twenty of these devoted 
men had shut themselves up in an isolated tower, 
determining to defend it to the last, and sell their 
lives as dearly as possible. 

This stronghold guarded an easy entrance to the 
city, and many lives had been there sacrificed on 
both sides. The enemy had taken possession of the 
Graud Master’s palace ; the Mussulman fleet block- 
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aded the port, and all hope was lost, when a little 
band of monks, who had escaped the carnage under 
cover of night, were hiding in a cavern near the 
shore. They were waiting for a vessel to convey 
them to Europe. By the light of the moon they 
perceived several Turkish galleys glide cautiously 
along the beach and land their crews, who placed 
ladders against the battlements. 

Soon after, the wild yells of the besiegers, the 

cries of the surprised garrison, the shrieks of the 

dying, and the war- shouts of the brave few who 

were for a moment able to withstand this furious 

onset, rose loud iftto the air. A death-like silence 

shortly succeeded, and at break of day the standard 

of the Cross was replaced by a horse’s tail mounted 

on a pike. Seeing all hope lost, the whole of the 

inhabitants of Rhodes came in a body, and begged 

the Grand Master to open negotiation with the 
% 

Sultan. 

He consented with regret, and in a very short 
time signed a treaty in which were the following 
articles. That the churches were not to be profaned 
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— that the inhabitants should not be obliged to 
deliver up the children as captives — that they should 
be free to exercise the Christian religion — that no 
imposts should be levied on them for five years— 
that those who wished to go out of the city should 
have liberty to do so — that if the Grand Master and 
his knights had not sufficient vessels to take them 
away from the island, they were to be found by the 
Turks, and that twelve days should be allowed for 
the completion of the treaty. They were permitted 
to carry away with them the holy relics, their orna- 
ments, furniture, &c. ; their cannons, arms, and 
galleys were to be given up to the Turks, and to 
facilitate the execution of this treaty, the Muslim 
camp was removed some miles. 
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CHAPTER XXVIII. 

The knights leave Rhodes — Present aspect of the island — The 
city as it is — The coffee houses — Eternal smokers — Beautiful 
fruits — Veiled women — A motley group — The Street of the 
Knights — I gnorance of the inhabitants — The tower of St. 
Nicolas — The church of St. John — The palace of the Grand 
Master — The Auberge — The City of the Dead — A funereal 
army — The tomb of the Santon — The Frank quarter — Ruse 
— Ruins of ancient Rhodes — The castle of the solitary — 
Beautiful view — No mementos of the past — Exports — Resus- 
citation of commerce. 

The Grand Master, accompanied by the dSbris of his 
army, left the island. It was a melancholy sight to 
see the knights abandon a spot where they had flou- 
rished two hundred and eighty years. The aspect 
of Rhodes in the present day is very different from 
what it was when occupied by the order of St. 
John. Round or square towers rise on every side, 
some having the pointed roofs of the middle ages. 
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but the greater part terminating in terraces, where 
the Eastern women assemble every evening, to enjoy 
the beauty of the Oriental night. 

The pier is lined with coffee-houses having long 
wooden benches before the doors, where repose, 
during the greater part of the day, numbers of Turks 
and Greeks. Before these eternal smokers, sparkles 
the bright expanse of waters, bearing on its bosom 
the light boats of the Levant, laden with vegetables, 
water melons, and other fruits, which the sailors 
bring on shore and sell on the quay. 

Around these delicate luxuries stand veiled women, 
dressed in tunics of various colours. Flat-faced 
negroes with their heads enveloped in scarlet cloth ; 
Jews who glide among the crowd without touching 
them ; Greeks with their audacious countenances 
and chattering tongues ; soldiers in their hot and 
uncomfortable uniform ; Turks with their graceful 
dresses and flowing beards ; all these, with half- 
naked children basking in the sun, form together a 
motley and singular group. 

The first street which strikes the eye on entering 
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Rhodes, is that of the knights, so called from its 
having been inhabited by them. It is steep and 
deserted, and covered with earth, grass, and loose 
stones. An archway leads to another dark, winding 
street, with sculptured gates ornamented with es- 
cutcheons, and having a cross over every door. The 
houses resemble fortresses, black and square. In 
their vast and neglected courts grow tall and lux- 
uriant Weeds, with a few aged trees overgrown with 
moss and ivy. 

The spacious saloons are silent as the tomb, and the 
windows and doors are open to the winds of heaven. 
But their fronts are still in good preservation, and 
are covered with the arms of the different knights 
who dwelt in them. Their appearance is as desolate 
as if they had never been inhabited since the time of 
the siege. This street traverses the city, one end 
terminating at the church of St. John, the other op- 
posite the Turkish mosque. As the arms and cross 
of Aubuisson predominate, the probability is that a 
great part of the city was built during the period he 
was Grand Master. 
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But among so many objects which recal heroic 
actions, the curious traveller will be disappointed in 
finding he can get no information from the inhabit- 
ants of Rhodes. The nobles who dwelt in these 
superb palaces appear not to have left any descend- 
ants. Their history terminated with them. If you 
question the Turk, he will answer that he has heard 
that they were found in the city, and that his coun- 
trymen drove them out. They have even for- 
gotten in their indifference to take down the cross 
which still seems to defy them, and their idleness 
has preserved intact the warlike appearance of 
the place which it possessed at the time of the 
knights. 

Although the quays and ramparts are in a neg- 
lected state, the beautiful tower of St. Nicolas is 
still standing. The city, which is hidden in groves 
of Cyprus and fig-trees, is overlooked by verdant 
hills, and amid the golden cupolas of the Turkish 
mosques, float the flags of the different consuls. The 
church of St. John of Rhodes is not to be compared 
with that of Malta. Although these monkish war- 
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riors could wield the trowel in one hand and the 
sword in another, they never in their hours of leisure 
erected a temple worthy of the Lord. But this un- 
adorned edifice, without sculptured trophies to tell 
of departed glory, makes more impression on the mind 
than that most superb building, although profaned 
by conquest. The Knights of Malta had painters, 
and sculp tors, and architects brought from Italy to 
construct their beautiful church. Their predecessors 
of Rhodes, on the contrary, always subject to the 
attacks of the Turks from the first hour of their oc- 
cupation of the island, could only raise a building 
which differed little from a private dwelling. The 
birds fly in and out, and there is nothing to distin- 
guish its exterior but a broad and high facade, with 
a very large window, which, from neglect, is falling in 
ruins. 

The pavement has been taken up by the Turks in 
search of treasure. The church is nearly empty, and 
it seems to have been abandoned by all parties. A 
few verses of the Koran written on the walls, and a 
pulpit for the imam, surrounded by a mat spread for 
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the convenience of the “ true believers,” will show 
that it has been used as a mosque. 

The ruins of the palace of the Grand Master are at 
the top of the street, near the fortifications. This 
castle, which commanded a view of the city, the sea, 
and the surrounding country, has fallen out into the 
court, in the midst of which rises a shattered wall 
and crumbling towers. Rubbish encumbers the 
apartments, and the pillars and arches of the gallery, 
covered with ivy, serve as a shelter for the bird of 
night. From this palace runs a narrow street leading 
to the Turkish quarter, near which stands a heavy- 
looking building. This edifice is the auberge where 
the knights, on their first occupation of Rhodes, 
dined together. But, at a later period, when their 
chief employment was war, when they preferred 
wielding the sword to dressing the wounded and 
healing the sick, the old discipline relaxed, and the 
wealthy knights built houses for their own occu- 
pation. 

There were, originally, eight of these taverns j one 
for each nation. Outside the city, is the spot where 
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the hundred and sixty thousand men were interred, 
whom the conquest of Rhodes cost Suleiman. They 
appear to have been buried in haste, as thousands of 
stones, high and low, some covered with verses of 
the Koran, others with rudely sculptured portions, 
point out the resting places of these fierce Os- 
manlis. 

Amidst the tombs which surround the city, rise, 
shaded by groves of old plantain trees, several 
cupolas, under which repose the Aga and his janis- 
saries. The cactus, the rose tree, and the wild 
mulberry, grow under the protecting shade of these 
beautiful trees. 

Ou all sides, as far as the eye can reach, we behold 
this funereal army, whose courage once threatened 
the old walls now thickly ploughed with bullets, and 
where shine, at intervals, the escutcheons of nobles 
from the West. Enormous mortars and large-mouthed 
cannons rest upon the ramparts. On a narrow neck 
of land near this spot, rises the tomb of a Santon, 
shaded by a rich grove of cypresses, and close beside 
it are seen the sepulchres of those persons whom the 
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Porte has exiled to Rhodes, when it was not found 
convenient to cut off their heads. 

At a short distance from this solitary spot is built 
the Frank quarter, inhabited by European families, 
the consuls, invalids who leave the city to breathe 
the fresh air, sailors, and the owners of the different 
coffee houses. The poor Greek population of Rhodes 
cultivate the land, though in a slovenly manner. 
After the evacuation of the city by the knights, no 
Christian was allowed to sleep inside the walls ; the 
gates were closed at sunset, and at the present day 
they are not suffered to purchase any property there. 
But the law is often evaded by the Christians, who 
contrive to get their wives to purchase the estate they 
wish to possess. 

The ruins of ancient Rhodes are situated about 
four leagues in the interior. To reach them it is 
necessary to mount a rough path, which winds round 
the side of the mountain between huge blocks of 
stone. On reaching the summit, you find an old 
feudal tower surrounded by palm groves. Afterwards 
the traveller descends to a plain covered by the most 
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beautiful flowers, spreading out before him like the 
promised land. In the valley the traces are still pre- 
served of an ancient road, not far from which rises 
the tower of a feudal baron, now inhabited by a 
Turkish lord. He has no companion in this disman- 
tled tower, and his history is unknown ; but, pro- 
bably, he has been disappointed, or foiled, in some 
ambitious project. 

Tbe rest of the road lies through a fertile country 
covered with vineyards and beautiful gardens. The 
path winding between hedges of sweet briar, figs, and 
the cactus, till at lengtfaTare perceived the ruins of 
Rhodes — a mere mass of fallen masonry, with a few 
trees growing among the rubbish. The only thing 
in preservation, is a beautiful , small chapel of gothic 
architecture, evidently built by the knights. Among 
these heaps of ruins, no traces are seen of the temples 
cpnsecrated to Bacchus, or* to the other gods of anti- 
quity, which were once adorned with superb orna - 
ments. 

From the summit of the mountain a magnificent 
view presents itself. Towards the East, rises Mount 


Digitized by L.ooQle 



THE KNIGHTS OP THE CBOSS. 


291 


Ida, clothed with beautiful woods, and glittering with 
foaming cascades and running ftreams. Towards the 
South, lies Cyprus, with its groves of orange and 
citron trees ; and, in the distance, runs the chain of 
Mount Taurus, covered with eternal snows. 

But although the aspect of nature is rich and 
lovely, there is nothing in the island to remind 
you of the glorious past. With the flight of the 
knights, its fame departed. Although the Turks 
have thinned the superb forests, groves of olives and 
mastic trees grow without cultivation on the hills, 
and the valleys are clothed with wild and luxuriant 
vegetation. 

The exports of Rhodes consist of wood for build- 
ing, fruit, olive oil, very fine sponges, and wine which 
is exceedingly good, considering that the vineyards 
are suffered to grow wild. In antiquity, the orange, 
citrons, figs, and grapes, were considered of superior 
quality. But there are no signs of the prosperity 
Rhodes enjoyed when under the shelter of the Chris- 
tian Cross. The island has no magnificence except 
what nature has given it. A few steam packets 
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and merchant ships stop there ; and, perhaps, the 
intercourse of strangers, which is greatly on the 
increase, may communicate a fresh impetus to its 
commerce. 


Digitized by \jOOQ 1C 



THE KNIGHTS OF THE CROSS. 


293 


CHAPTER XXIX. 

The knights wander for years — Proceed to Malta — Description 
of the place — Naval expeditions — Perino De Ponte — Barba- 
rossa — The knights assist the Tunisians — Anecdote — The 
tapestried portraits — Dragat the Corsair — The knights drive 
the Turks from Mahdia — The Muslims appear before Malta 
— Cruel design — Is rejected — The words of the Pacha — A 
reinforcement of six men ! — Flight of the Turks. 

When the knights left Rhodes, they landed • on the 
Neapolitan shore, not far from the spot where AEueas, 
according to Virgil, disembarked with the remnant of 
his brave Trojans. After wandering about for several 
years, permission was given them by Charles V. to 
take possession of Malta, provided they defended it 
from the attacks of the infidels ; the only tribute re- 
quired being the present of a falcon every year. 

In 1530, when they landed, they found the island 
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very barren, the sandstone rocks being only covered 
with a thin stratum of soil. Still it produced figs, 
melons, oranges, and a great quantity of honey, but 
extremely little grain. Some of these articles the 
inhabitants exchanged with other countries for corn. 
Water and wood were scarce, consequently at the 
time of the arrival of the knights it was but thinly 
inhabited, and possessed few defences. The fort of 
St. Angelo protecting the harbour, which afforded 
good anchorage for ships 5 the City Notible, now 
Citta Yecchia, about six miles inland, and a few scat- 
tered villages, composed the whole of the inhabited 
spots. 

On disembarking, the Grand Master took posses- 
sion of the castle of St. Angelo, but he found the 
accommodations there very mean, and his knights 
were obliged to lodge in fishermen’s huts. Three 
days after, they entered the city, and in a short time 
were masters of the whole island, together with the 
islet of Gozo. Their first care, after establishing 
their authority, was to provide suitable accommoda- 
tion, and finding Malta had no other defences than 
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the castle, which was much expose^ on all sides, they 
were obliged to content themselvel for the present, 
as their treasury was much exhausted, with throwing 
up a strong wall around their habitations. 

After visiting several neighbouring islands, sub- 
duing some, and putting others iu a state of defence, 
the Grand Master, on his return to Malta, fitted out a 
fleet, and sailed with his knights on several expedi- 
tions, in most of which he was successful. He then 
occupied himself in repairing the old fortifications 
and raising new ones, and sent to the different cities 
in Europe, commanding all the dispersed knights to 
assemble at Malta. 

L’Isle Adam, afflicted by some furious disputes 
which arose among the members of the differ- 
ent orders, and grieved at the persecutions to which 
he was subjected, fell sick, and died on the eighteenth 
of August, 1534. He was a mau possessed of great 
firmness, and a kind and gentle disposition. 

He was succeeded by Perino De Ponte, a soldier 
of severe and austere manners, who at first refused 
the dignity, but on learning that the famous Bar- 
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barossa was besieging Tunis and threatening Tripoli, 
he changed his mind, and accepted the honour. He 
then sent powerful reinforcements to join those which 
had been thrown on the African coast by the Em- 
peror Charles V. The united army attacked and 
routed the forces of Barbarossa, who immediately 
after made preparations for blowing up a fort, in 
which, among a number of Christian prisoners, was 
Paul Simeonie, a knight of St. John. 

This man prevailed, by large bribes, on the jailer, 
a renegrde, to take off his chain?, and assist him in 
doing the same for his companions. These men, 
bursting open the armoury, provided themselves with 
weapons and massacred all they found in their way. 
On learning this event, Barbarossa fled ; and the 
knights, after having been overwhelmed with pre- 
sents, returned to Malta. The Grand Master, De 
Ponte, only retained his dignity one year, and was 
succeeded by Didier de Tolon de St. Jolle, who had 
been one of the most devoted defenders of Rhodes. 

The first use he made of his elevation was to cause 
a magnificent piece of tapestry to be worked in silk 
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and gold, to represent the portraits of all the Grand 
Masters, copied from paintings he had brought with 
him from Rhodes. When this splendid work was 
finished, after consecrating it, he placed it in the 
principal church in the city. For a long time the 
Knights of Malta enjoyed great prosperity. They 
took many valuable prizes at sea, and drove away nu- 
merous bands of corsairs which infested the shores 
of the island and Sicily. 

In the midst of these successes, the Grand Master, 
on hearing that Barbarossa was preparing to attack 
Tripoli, sent ambassadors to the Emperor to repre- 
sent to him the undefended state of the place ; but 
he obtained nothing but vain promises. Upon hear- 
ing that Draget — a renowned corsair, who had suc- 
ceeded Barbarossa, killed in the battle of Tremecen 
by the Spaniards, in the command of the fleet — 
had seized upon Africa or Mahdia, a fortified place 
situated between Tripoli and Tunis, he sent Doria, 
an inexperienced general, to drive him from that 
city. 

He was joined by a body of Maltese knights under 
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the direction of the Bailli of Sanglia. These brave 
men, finding it difficult to reach the breach already 
made by Dona’s troops, waded up to their necks in 
water, and gaining the wall, after a desperate struggle, 
the place fell into the hands of the Christians. They 
found in the city, besides seven thousand slaves of 
both sexes, an immense treasure, consisting of jevery 
description of rich merchandise — gold, silver, and 
precious stones. 

Draget, furious at this loss, persuaded Soleiman 
that the Christians had violated the treaty entered 
into with him at Rhodes, and, by well-directed pre- 
sents among the courtiers, induced him to enter into 
his quarrel with the knights. It was not long be- 
fore a powerful fleet appeared in sight of Malta. It 
consisted of a hundred and sixty ships of the line, 
besides transports, galleys, and long boats. The 
Pacha Sinam was general, and his lieutenants, 
Draget and Valaris. The arrival of this formidable 
armada spread consternation among the inhabitants of 
Malta. The villages were deserted. Some of the 
inhabitants fled to the rocks, others to the town at 


Digitized by CjOOQle 



THE KNIGHTS OF THE CBOSS. 299 

the foot of the castle of St. Angelo, but the greater 
part advanced towards the Citta Vecchia. 

In a short time the road was covered with men, 
women, and children, followed by mules and asses 
carrying their baggage ; but on their arrival at the 
city it was discovered that no accommodation could 
be found for so large a multitude. Most of them 
were consequently obliged to live in the streets or 
public places, exposed to the scorching heat of the 
sun. This, combined with the scarcity of water, 
gave rise to a frightful infectious disorder, which de- 
stroyed great numbers. In this extremity a council 
of the inhabitants was called, in which it was deli- 
berated whether they were not justified in turning 
out the useless crowd, and leaving them to the mercy 
of the Turks. But Christian feeling gained ascen- 
dancy over this barbarous scheme. 

When the fleet arrived in sight of the island, a 
body of troops was drawn up on the beach to oppose 
their landing. Others placing themselves in ambus- 
cade at the foot of Mount Scabrus, fired with deadly 
aim at the ships. Sinam, surprised at this reception 
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from an enemy he had hoped to find unprepared, 
menaced them all with destruction. But the knights, 
content with their advantage, retired : when Sinam, 
followed by his officers, mounted the hill, and per- 
ceived the castle of St. Angelo perched on the pin- 
nacle of a rock and the fortified town below, he 
said in an angry tone to Draget, " Is this the place 
you have represented to me as so easy to be van- 
quished ? The royal eagle could not have chosen a 
spot more wild and inaccessible to build her nest 00/ 1 
Draget, to excuse himself, remarked, that could the 
cannon be brought to bear on the fortress, it would 
be destroyed. 

The Pacha was of a different opinion, and imme- 
diately turned his attention towards the Citta Veccliia. 
But, owing to the steep and rocky nature of the 
ground, there was a great difficulty in drawing up 
artillery. The soldiers, spreading themselves over the 
island, committed great devastation, and when arrived 
at the city, they met with a fierce resistance from the 
governor. But he wanted both soldiers and officers 
to command them. He contrived, during the night. 


Digitized by L.ooQle 



THE HEIGHTS OF THE CR08S. 


301 


to dispatch a messenger to the castle, explaining his 
position, and desiring the Grand Master to send 
assistance in troops, and a brother of the order called 
Ville Gagnon, to conduct them. This knight, who 
was much respected by the people, after vainly en- 
deavouring to persuade the Grand Master to send 
reinforcements, departed with six French knights, his 
friends. 

They contrived to reach the walls before day, when 
after throwing themselves on the bare backs of some 
horses which were grazing in the ditch, they crossed 
over and were drawn up. The tumultuous shouts, 
and the repeated discharge of musketry, soon in- 
formed the Pacha that assistance had arrived, and a 
letter from the Viceroy of Sicily had been inter- 
cepted, announcing to the Grand Master that the 
Emperor was on his way to their assistance with a 
powerful army. The Pacha, alarmed at this prospect, 
convened a council of war, at which it was deter- 
mined to raise the Biege ; and, therefore, with all 
possible speed, they re-embarked, and weighed anchor 
from the island. 
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CHAPTER XXX. 

The Turks pillage Gozo — Their treachery — Cowardice of the 
Calabrians at Tripoli — The city capitulates — Mutual terms — 
The Grand Master punishes others to excuse himself — Inter- 
f cepts letters — J ustice half obtained — Building of Fort St. 
Elmo — Message from Queen Elizabeth — Messengers sent to 
England — The Governor of Tripoli set at liberty — Terrific 
storm— Galleys overturned — Drowning of officers and sol- 
diers, &c. — Curious anecdote — Generosity of Sangle, the 
new Grand Master — Valette is raised to be administrator — 
Rich prizes — The Grand Cause — The Sultan's vow — Spies 
sent to Malta in the guise of fishermen — Description of St. 
Elmo and the harbour — Numbers of the Christian army — 
The Turkish fleet appears — The Muslims attack St. Elmo— 
A messenger sent by night to Sicily — Critical situation. 

The Pacha, however, fearing for his head, did not 
steer homewards, but sailed for Tripoli. On his way, 
to compensate his soldiers for their disappointment 
at Malta, he allowed them to ravage Gozo. The 
governor, a weak and imprudent man, far from 
takiug advantage of the courageous disposition of 
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the inhabitants, stipulated only for his own life and 
liberty, leaving them to make the best bargain they 
could. 

But after pillaging the island, the Pacha retained 
him prisoner, together with five hundred captives of 
both sexes, and sailed direct for Tripoli. The go- 
vernor of this place — a brave man — at first defended 
it with great firmness ; but the slaves refusing to re- 
pair the breach, and the Calabrians surrounding him 
sword in hand, swore they would kill him on the 
spot if he did not immediately capitulate. A treaty 
was entered into ; but, in spite of all this, the governor 
and garrison were put in irons. The French ambas- 
sador, who was in the Turkish camp, obtained the 
liberty of the general and some old French knights, 
and ransomed the younger ones out of his own purse. 
He promised, in return for some subjects of Charles, 
whom the Turks had in their power, to obtain the 
freedom of all the Muslims of distinction who were 
captives in Malta. 

When the governor of Tripoli presented himself 
before the Grand Master, he was received coldly by 
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the knight, who well knew that the loss of Tripoli 
was entirely owing to his negligence and avarice. He 
brought him and several of the knights to trial, and 
the judge, a creature whom he had bribed, con- 
demned the Marshal to imprisonment in a horrible 
dungeon. The only person who dared to intercede 
for him was Ville-gagnon. The King of France, on 
hearing those rumours, sent a letter to the Grand 
Master, to inquire into them. An answer was imme- 
diately written by the council at Malta, in which full 
justice was done to the governor. 

The Grand Master, however, privately desired the 
secretary to withhold it. But Ville-gagnon had the 
courage to unravel all these intrigues. He exposed 
the conduct of the unrighteous judge, who immedi- 
ately lost his office. Another letter was ordered to be 
dispatched ; but this having been also intercepted, a 
third was written, which the Grand Master dared not 
refuse to transmit. Wlun order was restored, the 
knights occupied themselves in increasing the fortifi- 
cations. A formidable castle was erected on Mount 
Scabrus, called Fort St. Elmo, which commanded 
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the harbour. A number of rich Christians and 
wealthy knights consecrated their fortunes to a 
work so important — the welfare of the order. 

An event happened about this time very beneficial 
to the English knights. A British vessel entered the 
port bearing a letter from Queen Elizabeth, to the 
effect, that God having placed her on the throne of 
her ancestors, she had resolved, for the sake of her 
conscience, to restore all the wealth, of which the 
injustice of her father, Henry VIII., and her brother, 
Edward VI., had deprived them. The Grand Master 
and the Council immediately despatched a letter to 
the Queen, thanking her for her generosity, and com- 
mander Montferi at was sent to England to settle this 
important matter with the government. 

Although the Governor of Tripoli expiated his 
fault by a long imprisonment, he was set at liberty 
after the death of the Grand Master, by his suc- 
cessor, Claude de Sangle ; but he was not restored to 
his honours until Valette, an old and experienced 
knight, became the administrator of the order. 

Malta, which was becoming every day more flou- 
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rishing, was visited on the 23rd September, 1 553, by a 
violent storm, which began about seven in the evening. 
This hurricane sank several vessels, stranded others, 
aud split galleys and boats into fragments. Four of 
them were turned over, so that their keels appeared 
above the water. A great number of officers, sea- 
men, and soldiers, were either drowned or crushed by 
this deplorable accident. Most of the houses were, 
with their inhabitants, overwhelmed by the violence 
of the tempest. The castle of St. Angelo was shat- 
tered, and a lofty tree, to which the standard of reli- 
gion was attached, was uprooted and carried to the 
distance of a mile. The violence of the wind, the 
torrents of rain, and the angry waves which dashed 
and raged against the rocks, or rose in mountains of 
foam, threatened the entire destruction of Malta. 

But in less than half-an-hour from its commence- 
ment the wind died away, the rain ceased, the hea- 
vens became clear, the sun shone brilliantly, the 
angry billows were stilled ; and had it not been 
for the ruined houses, the fallen steeples, the dis- 
mantled ships, and the water covered with fragments 
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of boats, no one would have supposed such a cala- 
mity had happened. More than six hundred persons, 
officers, knights, soldiers, and galley slaves perished. 
Next morning, as the Grand Master was walking on 
the beach, hoping to render some assistance ; he heard 
a strange noise proceeding from an overturned galley. 
On his causing some of the planks to he raised, a 
monkey, chattering and shivering with cold, jumped 
out. After this animal came several knights, who 
had been up to their chins in water the whole of the 
night, holding by the beam with scarcely room to 
breathe. 

The Grand Master set the example of furnishing 
money out of his private store to repair the dis- 
asters caused by the storm, and many wealthy 
Christians generously assisted him. The post of 
first administrator becoming vacant by the death of 
Sangle, he was succeeded by Commander Valette. 
This knight had never left the island since he had 
taken the habit and cross of the order. He was a 
man of sound principle, and was admired by his 
comrades for his firm and determined courage. 

x 2 
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About this time the knights brought several prizes 
into the harbour of Malta, which greatly added to 
their prosperity. Among the rest was an enormous 
merchantman, laden with a rich cargo of .Eastern 
treasures, and defended by twenty large brass can- 
non, a number of smaller ones, and a body of artil- 
lerymen, besides three hundred janissaries. It be- 
longed to the Kislir Aga, chief of the Black Eunuchs, 
the ready minister of his master’s vices. 

On hearing of this heavy loss, the Sultan vowed 
by his beard he would extirpate the whole race of 
knights. He sent several engineers to Malta in the 
guise of fishermen, to gain information as to the 
state of the island and the fortifications. Having 
djawn up the result of their examination, the Sultan 
sent it to his general, Mustapha, but advised him to 
do nothing without the advice of his lieutenant, 
Draget. 

The fort of St. Elmo was situated on a tongue of 
land which runs out into the sea. This fortress de- 
fended the two ports ; while on another strip of land, 
running parallel with the former, called the Peninsula 
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of Sangle, the Bailli had constructed a tort named 
-after himself. All the vessels belonging to the 
knights were moored in the creek, and defended 
from without by a large iron boom supported by 
empty hogsheads and cross beams. 

The Grand Master, on a careful review of his forces, 
found he had nearly seven hundred knights, besides 
eight thousand five hundred soldiers. A body of 
the former were sent to garrison the fortress of St. 
Elmo, besides a company of Spanish infantry, com- 
manded by Juan De Lacerda. 

On the eighteenth of May the fleet of the Turks 
arrived before the rocks of Malta. It consisted of a 
hundred and fifty-nine galleys, besides galliots and 
other vessels, manned by thirty thousand foot soldiers, 
and a great number of janissaries. Many transports 
followed, laden with provisions and arms. At a 
council of war it was determined by the Muslims to 
assault the fort of St. Elmo, which was accordingly 
done. But the knights made so furious and deter- 
mined a resistance, that the enemy were repulsed 
with loss. 
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The attack, however, was not given up. Owing 
to the stony nature of the ground, they had much diffi- 
culty in throwing up their entrenchments, and the 
firing from the fort greatly impeded their work. A 
communication was kept up with the Grand Master 
by means of light boats which passed along the creek 
without the knowledge of the enemy. 

In the course of one night the Administrator con- 
trived to despatch a messenger to the Viceroy of 
Sicily, requesting prompt assistance. He promised 
that before the fifteenth of June a powerful army 
should appear before Malta. No day passed without 
a dreadful conflict taking place. But the little band 
of valorous knights who defended St. Elmo were 
not to be easily subdued. The sentinels, over- 
come by fatigue, often yielded to sleep, and were 
murdered at their posts. The walls were open in 
many places, and though the Turks had not yet been 
able to enter the fort, its situation was becoming 
every moment more critical. 
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CHAPTER XXXI. 

A new engine of war — Draget is wounded — Is supposed to be 
dead — Reinforcements — Kept back by treachery — Constancy 
of the knights — Taking of the tower — Anecdote — Words of 
the Turkish general — Massacres — Horrible cruelty— The 
Sicilians land — The Turks attack St. Angelo — The Stockade 
— Fight in the water — The Muslims are driven off — Fresh 
attack on the Castle — Massacre of the wounded by the 
Christians — The Pacha is overwhelmed with rage — Landing 
of the Viceroy of Sicily with fresh troops — Entire defeat of 
the Turkish army — Its flight — Loss of its artillery — Malta 
in safety. 

Ik this desperate situation the Grand Master invented 
a new kind of warfare. He steeped circles of light 
wood covered with wool in boiling oil, spirits, and 
other inflammable matter. When these were set on 
fire and thrown among the Turks, they caused great 
destruction ; several soldiers were caught at once and 
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burnt to death, or in their agony threw themselves 
into the water and were drowned. 

During the heat of the siege, Draget, who was al- 
ways at the postof danger, was one day walking with 
the Pacha outside the intrenchments, accompanied 
by a Sangiac $ he was struck on the ear by a frag- 
ment of a stone, which had been broken in several 
pieces by a cannon ball discharged from the fort. 
The Sangiac, who stood by his side, was killed on the 
spot. Draget, who had fainted, was supposed to be 
dead, but the general, not wishing to discourage his 
men, placed a covering over him, and had him con- 
veyed to his tent. He then returned to the intrench- 
ments as if nothing had happened. 

In the meantime, the Viceroy of Sicily sent a 
small squadron, commanded by Don Alvaro de 
Sande, a creature of his own. He gave him strict 
orders that should he find the fort had been taken by 
the Turks, he was to return immediately, without 
landing his men ; but Alvaro, under pretence of con- 
trary winds, kept at a distance, and though the siege 
of St. Elmo occupied from the first of June to the 
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seventeenth July, it was at length subdued. The 
wounded knights and soldiers were during the day 
carried secretly across the harbour to the castle of 
St. Angelo, where they were placed under the care of 
the Grand Master. 

With the prospect of death before their eyes, the 
brave defenders of the fort had fought with unrivalled 
courage. Though wounded and unable to stand, 
they sat near the ramparts and threw stones and fire- 
works among the Turks. Although the garrison was 
reduced to sixty men, they still made their enemies 
tremble ; and this extraordinary and obstinate siege 
only ended with the death of the last knight, when 
the Turks had razed the wall to the rock on which it 
was built. 

When they entered the fort in triumph, an officer 
ran to Draget’s tent to carry him the news. When 
he arrived, the corsair was speechless and expiring, 
but he raised his hand in thankfulness, and died a 
few moments after. He was a brave man, and in 
humanity would have put to shame the natives of 
many a more civilized country. 
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When the Pacha entered the Fort of St. Elmo, he 
was surprised at the diminutiveness of the place 
which had so long baffled his efforts. “ If the son,” 
said he, “ has cost us so many brave soldiers, what 
will the father do ? ” This barbarian, after mutilat- 
ing the bodies of the yet living knights in a shocking 
manner, tied them to planks, which, when thrown 
into the sea, carried them to the foot of the castle. 
The Grand Master, to retaliate, slew all the Turkish 
captives, and shot their heads into the camp of the 
enemy. 

In the meantime the Captain of the Viceroy’s fleet, 
who had as yet kept aloof, when lie perceived that 
the contest was likely to turn against the Christians, 
approached the island and landed two knights to gain 
information. These men, when they returned, brought 
the false news that the fort still held out, and by 
timely assistance, might yet be saved. On hearing 
this, the knights and soldiers who were on board in- 
sisted on being landed, and under cover of a thick 
fog, entered the town unperceived by the enemy. 

But the Christians were surrounded on all sides. 
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The enemy were masters of the fort, and his next 
project was to assault the castle of St. Angelo. They 
could not attack the fort from outside the boom with- 
out being exposed to the fire from the castle. It 
was, therefore, agreed to have an immense number of 
boats carried by the Christian slaves and the crews 
of the galleys across the neck of land. But a Turkish 
officer, a Christian and a Greek by birth, touched by 
remorse, went over to the knights and informed them 
of the project. His name was Lascaris, born of an 
illustrious house, which gave many emperors to the 
East. 

The Grand Master immediately ordered a stockade 
to be formed of stakes driven into the water, and fas- 
tened together by iron chains and pieces of sailcloth. 
This work was performed during the night, and on 
the morning of the ninth day it was finished. When 
the Pacha perceived it, he ordered a number of men 
who could swim to destroy this defence with their 
hatchets. But the Maltese soldiers, who could also 
swim well, soon encountered the Turks, holding their 
swords between their teeth, and entirely naked. 
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They speedily drove the enemy from cue spot, 
killed many, and the others had great difficulty in 
reaching the shore. But the Pacha persisted in 
lowering the boats, which were manned by three 
thousand men. This flotilla, which nearly covered 
the harbour, advanced to the sound of kettle drums 
to the foot of Mount Scabrus. It was preceded by a 
long boat filled with Mohammedan priests, some of 
whom chaunted prayers imploring the protection of 
their prophet ; while others from open books read 
denunciations against the Christians. 

But they miscalculated their means. When at- 
tempting to place planks from the stockade to the 
beach, they were found too short, and the volley of 
musketry poured from the castle forced them to 
abandon the attack, though not before a number of 
their boats had been sunk, and many of their men 
killed. Still they disembarked at a more easy landing 
place, near the Fort St. Michael, where the batde 
continued with uninterrupted fury for five days. To 
the astonishment of his soldiers, just as they believed 
victory certain, the Pacha sounded a retreat. 
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The Governor of the Citta Vecchia, an old and ex- 
perienced officer, having discovered from the top of 
the walls that the Tower of St. Michael was on fire, 
and believing the besieged must be hard pressed, was 
determined to make a diversion in their favour. For 
this purpose he sent a body of cavalry out of the 
town, each* carrying a foot soldier behind him, with 
the knights De Lugny and Vertura at their head. 

He left his infantry in ambuscade near a village in 
the neighbourhood, and marched to the fountain of 
Marza, where the Pacha had encamped his sick and 
wounded. Perceiving their guards to be absent on 
the hills, witnessing the combat, he dismounted with 
his cavalry, and murdered all these defenceless 
people. The surprise and tumult of so unexpected 
an attack, and the flight of those who were able to 
escape, spread a general horror through the Turkish 
camp. The fugitives circulated a report that a for- 
midable reinforcement had arrived from Sicily. 

This rumour soon reached the ears of the Pacha, 
who, although an experienced general, allowed him- 
self to be deceived. He sounded a retreat, rallied his 
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troops, and placing himself at their head, marched to 
the cainp of the sick, whence loud cries had pro- 
ceeded. An ominous silence now prevailed ; De 
Lugny, having executed the orders of his com- 
mander, had returned to the city with his com- 
panions. When the Pacha arrived at the Fountain 
of Marza, and perceived the ground strewed with the 
dead and dying, he was overwhelmed with rage and 
shame, and would certainly have refurned to the 
attack of St. Michael, had not his officers repre- 
sented that as night had closed in, it was necessary 
to give his troops a little repose. 

Meanwhile the Viceroy of Sicily landed with a 
reinforcement of four thousand men, who entrenched 
themselves on a lofty hill surrounded by precipitous 
defiles, and quite inaccessible to all attacks of the 
enemy. The Paeha made many attempts upon their 
position. The Sicilians, however, proving more than 
a match for the Muslims, he thought it best to sound 
a retreat, and effected it with great difficulty, since 
the Christians sallying forth turned the retreat into 
a rout, and he was glad to escape to his ships with 
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the remnant of his men and the loss of his whole 
artillery. 

The Turkish general had here the mortification to 
perceive the Standard of the Cross waving trium- 
phantly over the ruins of St. Elmo. After the flight 
of the enemy the Sicilians were conducted to the 
Grand Master, who, together with the members of 
his order, welcomed them as the saviours of the 
island. Yet the state of the place was melancholy. 
The walls and fortifications had been destroyed — the 
inhabitants were without stores, and the powder 
magazines were empty. The countenances of all 
were pale and disfigured, the knights covered with 
wounds, their beards and hair neglected, and their 
clothes dirty and in disorder, as if they had not 
undressed for months. All this presented a sad 
picture, but Malta was saved. 
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CHAPTER XXXII. 

St. Elmo rebuilt — Valette lays the first stone of a new city— 
His death — Improvements — Election of a German Grand 
Master — Treason — Messageof the French general — Treachery 
of Napoleon — Massacre of the Knights — The Night Council 
— A treaty — Napoleon treats their rights with scorn — Dis- 
persion of the order — Paul of Russia takes the title of 
Grand Master — Malta as it is — Scene in the harbour — 
Vaulted passages — The city of Valetta — Promenades on the 
roofs — Animated street scene — Palace of the Grand Master 
—Church of St. John — Its magnificence — Anecdote — The 
keys of Rhodes — Handsome women — The Maltese nobility 
— The tombs of the governors — the Granaries — the Cata- 
combs — Climate — Barrenness rendered fertile — Industry of 
the Maltese — Produce of the island — Monopoly — The 
Boschetta — Inscription- — The falconry — The Isle of Calypso 
— Miniature mountains, valleys, and vineyards — The 
Governor's garden — Description by a recent traveller — A 
joke — Lovely terraces of verdure — The thirsty wilderness 
— Delightful flowers — The grotto — The silent city — The 
Citta Veccbia like other cities, except in its freedom from 
all sound — A fat slumberous priest — Antiquities — Lovely 
women. 

When relieved from the enemy, Valette employed 
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himself in raising other fortifications in place of 
those which the Turks had destroyed. He formed the 
project of rebuilding St. Elmo, and also of founding 
a new city, defended by all the fortifications which 
art could invent. In order to complete this great 
work, he sent to demand aid from the Kings of 
France, Spain, and Portugal, who quickly responded 
to his appeal. 

He immediately sent to Italy for architects, en- 
gineers, and workmen, and after having made the 
necessary plans, this prince, dressed in his habits of 
ceremony, went, accompanied by the council and 
all his company of knights, to Mount Scabrus, 
where he laid the first stone of the new city, in 
1566. 

On the nineteenth of July in the same year, the 
Grand Master was struck by a coup de soleil as he 
was returning from hunting. After lingering some 
time, he died on the twenty-first of August. He was 
beloved and regretted both by his order and the inha- 
bitants of Malta, to whom his loss was irreparable. 
He was buried in the church of St. John, from which 
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he was removed to Notre Dame de la Victoire in the 
new city. 

For many years no event of any consequence oc- 
curred, though improvements were constantly made. 
The fort of St. Elmo was rebuilt, and arsenals and 
other buildings erected. In 1797, Honspech was 
elected Grand Master. He was the first German 
knight who had ever risen to the dignity. In this 
year the Republic of France, contemplating an ex- 
pedition to Egypt, judged it would be necessary to 
the success of their projects to possess Malta. 
Treason was resorted to, and a conspiracy was formed 
among the malcontents to deliver up the island to 
the French, in which the Grand Master was sus- 
pected, though wrongly, to have joined. 

On the sixteenth of June, 1798, a fleet, under the 
orders of Bonaparte, escorting a convoy of three hun- 
dred merchant ships, which were conveying an army 
of 40,000 men, besides large parks of artillery, ap- 
peared before Malta. He proposed that they should 
cede some of their forts to them. The knights 
replied that they could not admit the whole army. 
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but that a boat belonging to each vessel might enter 
and take water. As to the forts, the Grand Master 
imagined he had not understood the message. 

Without any more parley, Napoleon landed his 
forces, and invaded this friendly port. On meeting 
the militia, who had been sent to escort the men 
belonging to the boats, they were desired instantly 
to retire to their villages. The knights and their 
commander were seized, bound, and conveyed to the 
vessels. At 4;he first news of the invasion all the 
inhabitants of the island took refuge in the arsenal, 
but the French officers persuading the people 
that the knights had betrayed them, they rose and 
massacred a number of them in cold blood. 

The night which followed these deeds of horror 
was frightful : the death cry resounded from all 
sides, and the booming of the cannon was heard 
every instant. Many friendly guards, who paraded 
the streets in vain endeavours to restore peace, were 
shot down. The Grand Master, and those of his coun- 
cil who had escaped, had assembled in the palace. 
A profound grief was engraven on their countenances. 

y 2 
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They considered their position with horror, since they 
were not even allowed to die with glory. 

Suddenly a shout was heard : a troop of the rebels 
forced the gates, and filling the chamber with loud 
cries, demanded of the Grand Master, if he wished 
to save the city, to send a message to the French 
general, to inquire the reason of such an infringe- 
ment of the laws of nations. This desire was com- 
plied with, and one of his attendants was despatched 
to ask a parley. The French drew up a treaty, 
which was signed by four of the principal inhabi- 
tants, but when it was presented to the Grand Master 
he recoiled from it with horror, saying he could not 
sanction so iniquitous a deed. 

Napoleon however, who required the island for 
military purposes, treated the rights of the order 
with scorn, and the unhappy knights, who had in 
truth outlived the necessity for their existence as a 
body, were scattered through the countries of Chris- 
tendom, and never more regained their power. 
After the occupation of Malta by the French, Paul of 
Russia protected the order, and took the title of 
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Grand Master. On the first of January, 1799, the 
standard of Slf John floated over the bastion of the 
admiralty of St. Petersburg. 

Although the aspect of Malta is very different from 
vrhat it vras at the time of the knights, the approach 
to it is very striking. When a steamer comes puf- 
fing and splashing into the harbour, a number of 
small boats, elegantly formed, and painted in bright 
colours, rowed by watermen in white jackets and red 
sashes, quit the quay and surround the ship. 
These men, with their olive complexions and bright 
eyes, who dispute with each other in guttural and 
lively language, in spite of the unsparing application 
of the rope’s end, seize the passengers and their 
baggage and quickly convey them to the shore. 

The quays are narrow, and to reach the city, which 
appears above your head, it is necessary to pass under 
a number of paved and vaulted passages, cross a 
drawbridge, and mount a long flight of broad stone 
steps, where, at intervals, appears an English func- 
tionary dressed in a stiff red uniform. Arriving at 
the top, you enter a busy animated street. In the 
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city of Valetta there is a curious mixture of European 
and Eastern features. Being built om the slope of a 
rocky hill, its streets are steep, and many of them 
resemble flights of steps. 

The inhabitants, to compensate for want of space, 
have formed an extensive promenade on the roofs of 
the houses, which are all terraced. They are of equal 
height, and painted in bright colours. There is a 
singular appearance of English luxury and Italian 
misery. The shops, which are elegant, are occupied 
by tailors from London, perfumers and milliners from 
Paris, Greek coffee house keepers, besides numerous 
other traders, who all live in great harmony. 

The streets are always crowded. The Maltese 
lady, gracefully covered with her black mantle, 
elbows the tall and elegant Englishwoman, with her 
light hair and fair complexion. Half naked Maltese 
sailors, officers in full uniform, Levantines in their 
Eastern costume, merchants of all nations, and bril- 
liant equipages, mix together without distinction. 

There are several superior hotels in the town. The 
palace of the Grand Master, a square heavy-looking 
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building, contains many good pictures and splendid 
tapestries. It is now converted into the government 
house. In the arsenal the arms and armour left by 
the knights have been elegantly arranged by the 
chief engineer. The building being very old, the 
rooms required support, and Colonel Whitmore con* 
trived, by placing wooden props at regular distances, 
and covering them with pikes and pislots, to give 
them the appearance of elegant columns. 

The Church of St. John, with its vaulted roof, its 
golden decorations, crimson drapery, and exquisitely 
carved pulpits, is superb. The pavement is entirely 
composed of marble, porphyry, lapis laguli, and a 
number of other valuable stones, which represent in 
rich mosaic work the arms and ensigns of those 
knights whose names they were intended to com- 
memorate. The Chapel of the Madonna is sur- 
rounded by a silver railing. This rich ornament was 
saved from the rapacity of the French by the inge- 
nuity of a Maltese priest, who when he heard they 
were expected to invade the island, painted it black, 
giving it the appearance of wood. 
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But the most curious relic preserved in the church 
is a bunch of old rusty keys, Baid to be those of 
Rhodes, which the Grand Master brought away with 
him. The palaces of the Knights of St. John do 
credit to the taste and magnificence of their former 
owners. Several of them are turned into barracks, 
others into inns, and one of the largest, situated on a 
small islet, is converted into a lazaretto. 

The Maltese women are, generally, very handsome, 
and the black silk scarf worn over the head gives 
them an elegant appearance. The nobility of the 
island are both poor and proud, and live for the most 
part in their battlemented palaces in solitary gran- 
deur. The fortifications of Valetta are of extraordi- 
nary strength. Many of them, cut in the solid rock, 
are a hundred and fifty feet high. On different 
parts of the ramparts are erected tombs to the me- 
mory of Sir Ralph Abercrombie, the Marquis of Hast- 
ings, Sir Thomas Maitland, and others. A profusion 
of geraniums, and other gay blossoms, makes the spot 
appear less gloomy. 

As there is not sufficient corn grown in the island 
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for the consumption of the inhabitants, there is no 
restriction on its importation. It is kept in large 
cavities cut in the rock, narrow like a bottle at top 
and spreading out below. It is said that there are 
three hundred and sixty-five of these, and that one of 
the great round stones by which the mouth is closed 
is removed every day in the year. Sicily, once the 
granary of Europe, does not supply Malta at present. 
Great quantities of corn are brought from Egypt. The 
catacombs, formerly supposed to have been places of 
concealment for the early Christians, and said to 
have been fifteen miles in extent, possess little in- 
terest. Persons are said to have been lost in their 
dark and intricate passages. The sides are hollowed 
out as receptacles for the dead. 

The private houses in Valetta are all built in the 
Eastern fashion, opening on courts filled with flowers 
and odoriferous shrubs, and airy galleries surround 
each floor. The climate of Malta is beautiful. 
Showers and heavy clouds are very rare. Frost is so 
seldom seen that its appearance is supposed to fore- 
tell a public calamity. The island, originally so 
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barren, has been by the force of industry rendered 
extremely fertile. In many places the Maltese have, 
with incredible labour and expense, brought earth 
from Sicily, which they spread over the barren rock. 
These artificial gardens are most of them very luxu- 
riant, beautiful fruit and flowers being reared there. 

But this process can only be employed by the rich, 
the poorer inhabitants having neither money nor 
ships. But they are ingenious and industrious. 
Having drawn the plan of a garden, or field, they 
raise, by means of iron bars, square pieces of rock 
resembling paving stones, taking care to collect the 
small particles of earth found in the crevices, which, 
mixed with the dust of the rock, is spread over the 
ground about a foot and a half in thickness. This, 
after being exposed to the influence of the wind and 
sun for a year, is ploughed by a simple machine 
drawn by oxen or asses. The raised stones are used 
for walls round these primitive gardens, and great part 
of the island being covered with them, gives it a very 
singular appearance. But beautiful fruit, particularly 
melons, good vegetables, and abundance of cotton. 
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are grown there. The fig, olive, and pomegranate 
trees, rising above the walls, give these spots a very 
romantic aspect. The red orange, said to be 
produced by grafting the bud of the pomegranate on 
the orange, is grown at Malta. Very few are ex- 
ported. The inhabitants of the island, not having 
sufficient for their own use, are supplied from Sicily. 
Numerous boats are seen every, morning to enter 
the harbour laden with the most delicious fruits, 
particularly strawberries, fine vegetables, and ice 
from Mount Etna. There is a monopoly at Malta 
of the trade in this article ; but the person who 
undertakes to supply it is subject to a heavy fine 
for every hour he leaves the inhabitants without this 
luxury, thought to be necessary to the preservation 
of health in hot climates. 

The Boschetta, an old hunting lodge, once belong- 
ing to the knights, is situated at the other end of the 
island, in a valley cut in the rock, in which, filled 
with artificial earth, grow beautiful orange trees. 
The building is heavy and square, but in its spacious 
and silent halls the knights were wont to relax tkem- 
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selves after the fatigues of war. Over the prin- 
cipal door is the following inscription : “ Hoc curse 
cedant loco.*' It has no date. 

In the time of the knights, herds of deer were kept 
for the chase, and at the termination of the valley, 
which is nearly a mile long, there are the ruins of a 
small house, said to be the falconry. From the ter- 
race of the edifice, a superb view can be obtained of 
the whole of Malta and the adjacent island. On the 
left appears Gozzo, considered still more barren than 
Malta. This island, supposed by Fenelon to be the 
celebrated one of Calypso, was then a suitable abode 
for a goddess, with its miniature mountains, lovely 
valleys, murmuring cascades, fertile gardens and vine- 
yards, all comprised in the compass of a few miles. 

A short distance from Valetta is situated the go- 
vernor’s garden, the most beautiful spot in the 
island. “ When we had ridden about two miles and 
a half,” says Mr. St. John, in his “There and Back 
Again/’ “ our guide inquired if we would like to see 
a garden ? This sounded like a joke; and I looked 
into his face to discover whether he was in jest or 
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earnest. He was as grave as a crocodile ; so we bade 
him lead the way to the paradise of dust, being 
fully persuaded there existed nothing else in 
Malta. For some time we went on descending, 
winding, twisting, and hobbling, as mules are used 
to do when going down a rough flight of steps. 
Patience at length brought us to a high wall, where 
we dismounted, and were conducted by our Maltese 
Hermes into a sort of elysium. The reader of course 
remembers the gardens of Irem, which, in the * Tales 
of the Ramadhan,’ I have endeavoured to describe in 
the story of the Phantom Camel. We now beheld 
the same thing in miniature. A slight enclosure of 
grey stones separated the white desert without from 
the green paradise within. Trees, shrubs, and 
flowers, planted in delightful terraces, conducted the 
eye to the bottom of a deep ravine, where there was 
a long sweep of delicious shade. The traveller in 
the Sahara will remember with what delight he has 
seated himself beneath the shelter of some vast rock 
in the thirsty wilderness, screened from the blazing 
sun, and fanned by breezes of inexpressible softness. 
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Though almost as fond as a salamander of heat, I 
confess I experienced the most exquisite sensations 
in strolling through the odoriferous shrubs down 
towards the bottom of the valley. All sorts of 
sweet-scented flowers seemed to fling up their frag- 
rance around us as we passed. Among others, there 
were the stock, gilliflower, the pink, and the carna- 
tion, redolent of England, of home, and of boyish 
hours. At the bottom of the garden there was a 
beautiful fountain, over which a part of the rock 
. arched like a grotto. The water gushed forth from 
a dark fissure, and fell splashing into a long arti- 
ficial basin, which supplied the refreshing moisture 
that had converted loose dust into a fertile soil, 
covered the rocks around with plants and trees, and 
created a spot of unfading verdure in the midst of 
barrenness and desolation.” 

The old city of the knights is a solemn and silent 
place. The houses are handsome, and the palaces 
are magnificent, but the streets are in many places 
overgrown with grass. “ Standing on a breezy emi- 
nence,” says Mr. St. John, “there is generally at 
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Citta Vecchia some movement in the atmosphere, 
whose invisible currents as they float round church 
towers and ruined palaces, shook the dilapidated 
casements, and made one imagine oneself in a ruined 
city. As far as the eye could at first perceive, all 
human life had in fact been drained out of it ; but 
when we entered the yard, of what must, I suppose, 
by courtesy, be called an inn, the clatter of our 
mules' hoofs upon the stones, with a loud shout 
thrice repeated from our Valetta guide, roused a num- 
ber of lazy stable boys, who rolled out of a quantity 
of straw at the bottom of the yard like so many fat 
maggots out of a cheese. * * * * Upon what 

in the Citta Vecchia should I dwell ? It contains 
churches, inns, and private houses, with a sprinkling 
of small, formal gardens, like most other cities. But 
it is not in any of these that you are to seek for its 
characteristics. It looks like a nest of grasshoppers 
that have forgotten how to chirp. It almost seems 
in my memory as if we had never heard a sound there 
save what we uttered ourselves, as we expressed our 
astonishment at its silence. Yet I remember . there 
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was an old priest, a fat impersonation of ease and 
indolence, who contrived to gossip a little in a slum- 
berous way about the history and antiquities of the 
place to which, poor man, he attached some import- 
ance. What he said resembled the annals of the Lo- 
tophagi. People there will hardly give themselves 
the, trouble to come into the world, or when they 
have been admitted involuntarily, and by chance, to 
go out of it. It is a place in which we might doze 
on for ever 

4 The world forgetting, by the world forgot/ 

“ Yet if there are any pretty women in Malta, it 
is in Citta Yecchia. Nowhere iu the East could you 
find larger, darker, or more loving eyes. To sav 
they were impassioned, would be to give a wrong 
idea of them — they are calm, placid, serene, like an 
Egyptian night. There is an intense composure in 
the countenance, as if no emotion had ever stirred 
it.” 


THE END. 


J. Billing, Printer and Stereotyper, Guildford, Surrey. 
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